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1. Introduction

Kings Meadow School provides specialist education for pupils with Social, Emotional and
Mental Health (SEMH) needs. All pupils attending the school have an Education, Health and
Care Plan (EHCP) and require provision that supports their emotional developmealongside
academic learning.
Within the school community, relationships, communication and emotional wellbeing are
recognised as fundamental to successful learning. For many pupils, feeling safe, understood
and connected is a necessary first step before meaningful engagement in edugah can take
place.
Our vision is:
To develop strong relationships within a place of felt safety, enabling every child to
understand themselves, build connections with others and engage confidently with the
wider world.
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Reflection underpin the culture of the school and shape both the design of the curriculum
and the way learning experiences are delivered.
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2. Readiness for learning
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of safety. Many children arrive at Kings Meadow having experienced disrupted education,
trauma or barriers that have affected their confidence as learners.

For this reason, developing readiness for learning is a central priority. Pupils are supported to
build trusting relationships with adults and peers, develop emotional regulation skills and
experience a sense of belonging within the school environment.

Predictable routines, relational practice and supportive learning environments help pupils
develop confidence and resilience. As these foundations strengthen, pupils are increasingly
able to engage with learning and participate in the wider curriculum.

Progress at Kings Meadow is therefore understood not only in academic terms but also
through the development of emotional security, engagement and independence.

3. The Kings Meadow Learner

The curriculum aims to develop learners who understand themselves, build positive
relationships and participate confidently in the world around them.

Through carefully designed learning experiences, pupils develop the knowledge, skills and
personal qualities needed to engage successfully in education and community life.

A Kings Meadow learner grows in sefwareness and emotional understanding, develops the
ability to communicate thoughts and feelings effectively and builds trusting relationships with
others. Alongside these personal qualities, pupils develop resilience hen facing challenges
and increasing independence as learners.

Through reflection and meaningful experiences, pupils are supported to understand their role
within their community and develop confidence for future education and life beyond school.



4. Curriculum Intent

The curriculum at Kings Meadow has been intentionally designed to support both emotional
development and academic progress.

Many pupils arrive having experienced barriers that have limited their access to learning. As a
result, the curriculum prioritises emotional regulation, communication and secure
relationships as the foundations for educational engagement.

Once these foundations are established, pupils are able to access a broad and ambitious
curriculum that develops knowledge, curiosity and independence. Learning experiences
enable pupils to explore ideas, understand the wider world and develop confidence their

own abilities.

Through this approach, pupils are prepared to participate positively in their community and to
continue their educational journey with increasing independence.

Research shows that social and emotional competencies are strongly linked to improved
academic attainment, wellbeing and life outcomes.

5. The Kings Meadow Learning Framework

The E:urriculurﬁ is organised through The Kings Meadow Learning Framework, a foar
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academic progress simultaneously.
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The four tiers are:

Essential T relational foundations for learning

ExclusiveT provision pathways responding to emotional readiness

Enriched T experiences that broaden knowledge and cultural capital

ExpertT specialist and therapeutic support

Working together, these tiers provide a balanced and personalised curriculum that responds
to the needs of pupils with SEMH.

Across all tiers, learning is delivered through the SAFE pedagogy model, while assessment
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The Kings Meadow Learning Framework reflects the graduated approach described in the

SEND Code of Practice. Universal relational practice and structured learning environments

within the Essential tier create the foundations that enable all pupils to engage learning.
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development and readiness to participate in learning. Where additional support is required,

the Expert tier provides targeted and specialist intervention to adéss individual needs.

Through this layered approach, the school ensures that provision is responsive, personalised
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. SAFE Curriculum

Sequential Active Focussed Explicit

. Essential

Everyone accesses the whole school Essentials;
KMS Values Relational approach Communication Enabling Environment

Exclusive

Explicitly designed differently for each of our Provision groups
according to pupils needs BASE BRIDGE BEYOND

Expert

Targeted /therapeutic support that embeds sequential SEMH,
cognitive, sensory or Communication development

. Enriched

Building rich knowledge, skills and experiences about our world
that envelopes National Curriculum subjects, Personal
Development and Preparation for adulthood through a thematic
project-based approach



6. Essential Tier T Foundations for Learning

At the heart of the Kings Meadow curriculum lies the Essential tier, which establishes the
relational and environmental conditions required for learning.

Within classrooms and across the school environment, consistent routines and clear
expectations help pupils develop a sense of security and belonging. Communicatiench
environments encourage interaction and support pupils in expressing their thoughts and
feelings.

Traumainformed and attachment-aware approaches guide staff practice, recognising the
importance of trust, safety and relational consistency. Through these approaches, pupils
develop emotional awareness, regulation and readiness to participate in learning.

KMS Values Relational Communication Enabling
Approach Rich Environments

. Positive ShREK, social Space,
reinforcement AATI, PACE, opportunities, haees
and reward TEACCH, ZoR talking classrooms, e ,
Oracy explicit -1

enquiry Sensory kind,
Active



7. Exclusive TierT Provision Groups
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readiness to engage in learning.

The school operates three provisions: BASE, BRIDGE and BEYQhE3e provision-specific
groups meet pupils at different stages of emotional, social developmentmental health
circumstances and academic readiness for learning.

BASE provides highly relational learning experiences for pupils requiring significant emotional
and therapeutic support. Building trust, developing emotional awareness and fostering a
sense of belonging are central priorities within this provision.

Within BRIDGE, pupils begin to develop greater readiness for structured learning.
Communication, interaction and resilience are strengthened as pupils gradually increase
their engagement with learning activities.

BEYOND supports pupils who are developing increasing independence as learners. Learning
experiences encourage responsible decisioamaking, participation in the wider community
and preparation for future education.
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engage in learning.



